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IN MEMORIAM

                             Mrs. Pearl Ahmed
In fond memory of Mrs. Pearl Ahmed on her fifth death

anniversary.
‘‘Years roll by, tears roll by,
The heart bleeds as ever,

Life's a mournful sigh!’’
May your soul rest in peace, whereever you are!
                           Doris Ahmed (daughter) and relatives.

 Born: 03-01-1932                                 Died : 23-01-2015

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
COMMISSIONERA TE OF FOOD SAFETY,

HEALTH COMPLEX,
LAITUMKHRAH, MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG.

No. CFSM/FSSA/2012/33/Notification/99
Dated Shillong, 21st Jan.2020.

NOTIFICATION
In continuation of this office Advisory No.CFSM/

FSSA/2012/33/Notification/9 dated 1st October
2019, this is for general information of the consum-
ers that the Analysis Reports No.FSS/ML/56/19 and
FSS/ML/64/19 of the Bisleri Brand of Packaged
drinking water Manufactured by M/S G.D.Aqua,
Dolma Industrial Area, Kamrup,Assam has been
received on 13th January 2020.The samples were
reported to be conforming to the standards.

In view of the above all the consumers are in-
formed that there is no health risk in consuming the
Bisleri brand of the Packaged Drinking water manu-
factured by G.D.Aqua.
                                                                  Sd/-
MIPR No.1375            Joint Commissioner (Food Safety)
Dt.22/1/2020                        Meghalaya, Shillong.

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF

TAXES, ETC,
MEGHALAYA :: SHILLONG

Extension of Date For Submission
of Tender

In continuation to this office letter No. CTA-21/
2017/2079, dated 20.12.2019, the last date for
submission of tender for supply and installation of
Computer Desktops, Servers, etc in the office of
the Commissioner of Taxes is extended up to
29.1.2020 at 12:00 Noon and the opening of tender
will be on the same day at 3:00 P.M. Detailed
information may be seen from the Department
website meggst.gov.in.

Sd/-
 (Arunkumar Kembhavi, IAS)

MIPR No. 1373  Commissioner of Taxes,
Dt. 21/1/2020  Meghalaya, Shillong.

News Capsule
Dry day

The Deputy Commission-
er (Excise), East Khasi Hills
has declared January 26 as
“Dry Day” throughout the
district on account of Re-
public Day. All bonded
warehouse, IMFL shops,
bars, hotels, clubs and
outstill shops should re-
main closed on this day.
Meghalaya Day
East Garo Hills district cel-
ebrated the 48th Megha-
laya  Day in the multi-fa-
cility hall in Williamnagar
on Tuesday.
KHADC calendar
Calendar 2020 containing
six sheets published by
the Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council,
Legislative Secretariat is
available for sale at Rs 50.
Office bearers

Hynniewtrep Iewduh As-
sociation has elected Lam-
ki Kyndiah as president,
Korbar Nonglait as gener-
al secretary besides exec-
utive members.

NSUI slams Edu
Min’s comment

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The Megha-
laya NSUI unit in a press
statement questioned the
Education Minister’s com-
ment on the ill-effects of
having political parties in-
fluence on education cen-
tres.

NSUI president, Ban-
sharailang Pyngrope said,
“ Student politics has un-
doubtedly played a signifi-
cant role in regards to poli-
tics all over the world. Cur-
rently, numerous leading
leaders in our country are
also products of student
politics. Educational insti-
tutions are not just places
to study and learn from
books, but also a place to
develop our skills and  en-
hance our potential in vari-
ous fields.”

He added that student
politics should be empha-
sised for its pros instead of
cons and should also be en-
couraged in order to sys-
tematically bring in young
educated people into poli-
tics.

Bypoll to
Langrin

council seat
on Feb 28
By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The bypoll to
Langrin constituency of
the Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council
(KHADC) will be held on
February 28 and the
counting of votes will be
on March 3.

Informing this here after
approving the schedule of
election during the cabinet
meeting, Deputy Chief
Minister Prestone
Tynsong said that the
publication of electoral
rolls will be done on
January 28 while the last
date of filing claims and
objections is on February
12. “The disposal of claims
and objections will be on
February 13,” he said.

The final publication of
electoral rolls will be on
February 15 and the date
of notification for holding
of the bypoll will be on
February 17.

The last date for filing
of nomination will be on
February 19 before 3 pm
and the scrutiny will be
held on the same day.

The deadline for
withdrawal of nominations
is on February 20 and the
finalisation and publica-
tion of valid nominations
and allocation of symbols
will be on February 22.

The bypoll was necessi-
tated following the death
of United Democratic Party
MDC Nasar Marwein on
October 28 last year. 

Nod to PSK rent
By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The State
Cabinet on Wednesday ap-
proved a proposal for  the
house rent of Passport Seva
Kendra which is being shift-
ed from the old building  to
new building in Lachumiere.
The monthly rent is  27000.

Passengers lament
STP’s diversion

of road at
Mawlai bypass

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Many people
have lamented the move of
the Shillong Traffic Police
(STP) diverting commercial
vehicles, arriving from
Guwahati, from Mawlai
Bbypass in order to reduce
the congestion in the city.

People who come from
Guwahati to Shillong during
day hours in tourist vehi-
cles lamented that the tour-
ist taxis are not allowed to
enter the city till evening. As
a result, many of them, who
intend to disembark from
their vehicles in areas like
Lumdiengjri, Jhalupara,
Rilbong and Anjalee among
other areas, now face slight
difficulty as the taxis drop
them in other areas and at
Police Bazar.

A person, who came from
Guwahati with his family and
heavy luggage, said that his
home is in Mawprem and
since donkey’s years, tour-
ist vehicles dropped him in
Lumdiengjri but now the
taxis are being forced to di-
vert from Mawlai bypass.

“For me and many oth-
ers, will it not be good if we
come straight to
Lumdiengjri from Guwahati
instead of taking a very long
route from Mawlai bypass,”
the passenger asked.

It may be mentioned that
tourist taxis that ply via the
particular road would have
to travel through Mawlai
Mawroh, Polo and finally
Police Bazar.

                  (Contd on P-7)

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: He aspires to
join the Indian Army and
has a passion for football,
Everbloom K Nongrum is a
braveheart from Mawryng-
kneng, Meghalaya
who has been cho-
sen for the Bravery
Award having saved
two young lives last
year.

He is the son of
Shanskhem Khong-
buh and Banrikerlin
Nongrum.

The son-mother
duo is currently at the na-
tional capital and is accom-
panied by Sordar of
Mawryngkneng, Peter J La-
wai.

Braveheart wants
 to join Army

Everbloom is the second
child out of three children.

Lawai told The Shillong
Times that he saved the chil-
dren from pits that were dug
out at a sub-station in
Mawryngkneng which was

at least 10 feet and
almost filled with
water.

Speaking over
the phone, the
mother of Ever-
bloom, Banrikerlin
informed that the
incident took place
last year where
Everbloom (then

10 years old) saved 9-year-
old, David Sohtun on July
17 and saved 8 year-old-
boy, Wanpynshai Kharbani
on July 23.     (Contd on P-7)

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: A day after
the Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked Parliament
to consider amending the
Constitution to strip Speak-
ers of their exclusive pow-
er to decide disputes relat-
ing to disqualification of
MPs and MLAs under the
anti-defection law,  two
former state Speakers said
that the issue had been dis-
cussed in the Tenth Sched-
ule.

Former Speaker of the
Meghalaya Legislative As-
sembly and nominated
MDC , Bindo M Lanong,

Ex-Speakers react to SC’s statement
Disqualification of MPs, MLAs

said that Tenth Schedule to
the Constitution is already
in  operation.

He said that the Supreme
Court should not have said
anything on the matter now

as the Tenth Schedule came
into effect in 1985.

He also said that the
KHADC is right now in the
process of amending laws
under which a person can-

not hold dual posts and
has to resign from one.

Another former Speaker
and incumbent MLA of
Nongthymmai, Charles
Pyngrope, said the disqual-
ification of MLAs and MPs
is as per the anti-defection
law and the rules are very
clear.

He, however, said that in
a democracy, the disquali-
fication of MPs and MLAs
depends on the Speaker.

Though the Speaker is
elected by the House, he or
she is invariably from the
ruling party and it is taken
for granted that the deci-
sion of the Speaker will be
partisan.      (Contd on P-7)

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The state gov-
ernment has no apprehen-
sion about inner line permit
(ILP) having any adverse
impact on the tourism sec-
tor as rules would be framed
accordingly.

The government’s opti-
mism is in contrast to fears
in some sections that ILP
could be detrimental to the
sector that contributes sig-
nificantly to the state’s rev-
enue.

Deputy Chief Minister

Tourism safe even
with ILP: Tynsong

Prestone Tynsong on
Wednesday said the regu-
lation will not affect tourism
in the state add-
ing the state
government will
ensure it is tour-
i s m - f r i e n d l y
since the rules
will be made by
it.

His state-
ment gains sig-
nificance as it
comes a day af-
ter CEO, NITI
Aayog, Amitabh Kant ob-

served that Meghalaya can
transform into a hub of high
value tourism.

“We will
make sure
that the rules
are flexible as
far as tourism
sector is con-
cerned. We
will allow tour-
ists to come in
freely to expe-
rience and
witness the
scenic beauty

of the state,” he said.

It may be mentioned that
the state Assembly has
passed a resolution urging
the Centre to implement ILP
in the state.

The demand for ILP
gained momentum in the
state after the CAB was
passed by Parliament to en-
act the new citizenship law.

Mass protests broke out
in the streets of Meghalaya
and under pressure, the
government in a special ses-
sion of the Assembly,
passed the resolution seek-
ing ILP in the state.

Two held with heroin
On January 20, around 5.40 pm, acting on inputs about

movements of two drug peddlers, police intercepted one
Maruti car (ML-06-0853) at Nongspung village, West
Khasi Hills. The police apprehended occupants
Batskhemlang L Marshillong (19) and Teiborlin L
Marshillong (28) and recovered around 3.50 grams of
suspected heroin powder from their possession.

Cattle seized
SI SN Biswas, MCP Commander, Sonapur, East Jaintia

Hills, lodged a complaint that on January 20, around 6.20
am, while conducting checking at Sonapur Bridge (EJH),
one truck (AS-02-2289) fled away from the checking point.
Following this, personnel on duty chased the truck and
later found the vehicle abandoned on the roadside along
with eighteen head of cattle onboard. However, the driver
managed to flee.

Deepak Kumar, Assistant Commandant, Coy Com-
mander, G-Coy, 97 Bn, BSF, BOP Ratacherra, East Jaintia
Hills, lodged a complaint that on January 18, around 2.45
am, BSF personnel detected movement of around 8 to 10
miscreants on both sides of the Indo-Bangladesh border
fencing. However, the miscreants managed to escape.
During search, fifty-one head of cattle were recovered
from the spot.

Crime update

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma has
launched the coffee-table
book and documentary film
on Aspire Meghalaya, a
programme designed to en-
hance well-being and im-
prove soft skills of tribal
youth of the state, in a glit-
tering function marking the
culmination of the first En-
trepreneurship and Startup
Summit 2020 held on Tues-
day.

Launched in 2019, Aspire
Meghalaya is India's first
soft skills and well-being
programme for tribal youth
and is set to support them
in meeting the challenges of
three gaps that are hinder-
ing their employability: lack
of clarity on their aspira-
tions; underdeveloped
communication skills; and
lack of emotional resilience
to face challenges at work-
places and in their relation-
ships.

The programme was ini-
tiated by the state govern-

From Our Correspondent

TURA: Hundreds of young
college boys and girls from
different states of the North
East, who are attending the
week-long North East Na-
tional Service Scheme Fes-
tival 2020, in Tura, marched
through the main thorough-
fares of the town while par-
ticipating in a cultural peace
rally on Wednesday morn-
ing.

Dressed in their colour-
ful and traditional tribal out-

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: Autism, an in-
curable neurodevelopmen-
tal disorder, has found a
way of treatment through
Neuro Regenerative Reha-
bilitation Therapy (NRRT).

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Wednesday,
head surgical services, Neu-
roGen Brain and Spine In-
stitute, Richa Bansod spoke
about stem cell therapy in
autism.

She informed that the in-
stitute is organising a free
workshop cum OPD consul-
tation camp on February 15,
in Shillong for all neurolog-
ical disorders patients resid-
ing in Meghalaya who are
suffering from autism and

Apot screening
SHILLONG: As part of the week long Meghalaya Day
celebration, a film Apot which is based on the Khasi
folktale Tiewlarun was screened on Wednesday. Direc-
tor of Arts and Culture, Wilfred Nongsiej said that the
film is linked with the culture of the Khasis and said that
since the department is promoting Khasi culture, he said
that it is a good platform to showcase it. He added that
the movie will serve a good purpose in preserving and
promoting the culture of Khasis.

WJH Police on R-day vigil
SHILLONG: West Jaintia Hills District Police is on high
alert in view of the upcoming Republic Day celebrations.
West Jaintia Hills SP Lakdador Syiem said that the Dis-
trict Executive Force is on high alert by conducting in-
tensive naka checking, foot patrolling and raids across
the district to maintain law and order and to thwart any
evil design of anti-social elements. The SP also asked the
public to cooperate during checking while asking people
to immediately contact police if they witness any suspi-
cious movements.

Rotary vocational award 2020
SHILLONG: As part of the vocational month, which the
Rotary International celebrates on January every year,
the Vocational Service Awards will be organised at the
conference hall of Hotel Pinewood on Friday at 7 pm.
Deputy Commissioner of East Khasi Hills Matsiewdor
War Nongbri has consented to give away the awards on
the day. The award will be in the form of a certificate
along with a 4-way test of Rotary. The eight persons who
will be awarded include: Under photo journalism - Sanjib
Bhattacharjee, tourism and hospitality - Victor Suja, en-
trepreneur - D Pyngrope, literacy - Pramod K Joshi,
sportsperson - Wandahunshisha Mawblei, traffic per-
sonnel - L Basumatary, marathoner - Darishisha Ingjuh,
health services - Ribasuk Kharmujai.

IIM inaugurates PG programme
SHILLONG: The Indian Institute of Management (IIM)
Shillong inaugurated the eighth edition of Post Graduate
Programme for Executives with focus on Managing Busi-
ness in Emerging Economies (PGPEx-MBEE) on Wednes-
day. The PG programme started with an invocation by
prof. A Mukhopadhyay and an overview by the chair-
person of PGPEx-MBEE, prof Rohit Joshi. The current
batch has an average work experience of 6.5 years and a
rich academic and gender diversity, a release issued here
informed. Prof D P Goyal, director of IIM Shillong, while
welcoming the new batch emphasised on the transition
journey of the batch through a learner-centric and diver-
sified pedagogy. The chief guest for the event, Jayajyoti
Sengupta, Head APJ, India & Middle East, Board Mem-
ber of Cognizant Asia Pacific Geographies, Singapore,
spoke on hyper individualisation of businesses, increas-
ing advent of hybridisation of skills and the impact of
technology and digitisation in today's world.

Don Bosco alumni for school’s devp
TURA: The Association of Past Pupils of Don Bosco
(APPDB), Tura Unit has decided to come up with several
measures to develop the school and its students. The
decision was taken during its executive meeting held re-
cently at the school's premises which was also attended
by unit delegate Fr Ignatius K Sangma and principal of
the school Fr Threnius Sangma. During the meeting, it
was decided to organise career guidance for students of
the school as well as free medical check-up, cleaning
drive in market areas including blood donation camp in
March. In order to tackle financial constraints in charity
work and to develop the infrastructure of the Don Bosco
Alumni Secondary School, a decision to raise funds
through raffle draw with exciting gift prizes for a dona-
tion gift coupon of Rs 100 each, was also taken, which
has been scheduled for October 31 at the school. Ten
students from the school, who successfully passed the
SSLC examination, were also felicitated and awarded cash
prizes during the meeting.

Sensitisation on safe driving, MV Act
TURA: The New Tura Development Forum (NTDF), in
collaboration with the district administration, will organ-
ise an 'Awareness Campaign on Safe and Disciplined Driv-
ing' with special reference to the New Motor Vehicles
Act in Tura on January 28. The programme is being or-
ganised at the PA Sangma Stadium from 12 pm to 2 pm,
which drivers and owners of all vehicles have been re-
quested to attend. The decision to organise the pro-
gramme was taken in view of the issue of reckless and
undisciplined driving especially by the youths, being
raised in several meetings and forums conducted by the
district administration. "In order to curb all hazards or to
reduce them to the maximum, we are organising the pro-
gramme in the interest of the general public," L Ch Momin,
the general secretary of the New Tura Development Fo-
rum informed.

Richa Bansod (left) of NeuroGen Brain and Spine
Institute along with Kruti Soren (second from right)

and his parents in the city on Wednesday. (ST)

Meghalaya Nuggets

Ray of hope for autism patients
Free workshop-cum-OPD consultation camp on Feb 15

who have been suffering
from incurable neurological
disorders. 

Bansod also brought
along 13-year-old Kruti Brib-

hab Soren who was suffer-
ing from autism who has
started showing some signs
of improvement.

His father, Kartik Chan-

dra Soren said that the fam-
ily did not notice any nor-
mal development in him and
he was unmanageable and
was hyper-active. He said
that the family did not take
him to public places as he
would roam around.

Kartik came across the
NeuroGen Brain and Spine
Institute from social media
and found that there is
scope of improvement in
Kruti by conducting Neuro
Regenerative Rehabilitation
Therapy (NRRT). Kruti was
brought to the institute for
first round of treatment in
March 2018.

Following the treatment,
the father said that cogni-
tive skills of Kruti have im-
proved.

Students march in Tura cultural peace rally
fits, the motley multitudes
of youth, numbering more
than three hundred enthu-
siastic NSS volunteers,
walked in unison carrying
banners and flags to propa-
gate the message of peace
and showcasing the diverse
cultures in the Northeastern
region. The rally, which be-
gan from Don Bosco Col-
lege, winded its way
through Sampalgre, Chand-
mari, Ringrey, Jerusalem
road and back to the college.

The procession of myri-

ad hued and varied designs
of traditional dresses sent
out a very message of ‘Uni-
ty in Diversity’.

The young people under
the aegis of NSS, and the
supervision of Don Bosco
College Tura, proved, yet
once again, that young peo-
ple can be at the forefront
showing the way to a world
where every individual can
be accepted and accommo-
dated. The colourful tradi-
tional attires epitomised the
Northeastern youth’s great

Aspire M’laya helping cross barriers: CM
By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: PHE minister
Samlin Malngiang said the
state has received a sanc-
tion of Rs 84 crore from Ru-
ral Infrastructure Develop-
ment Fund (RIDF), which is
maintained by the National
Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NAB-
ARD).

Speaking to a section of
the press, he said, "We re-
ceived sanction from NAB-
ARD and we are waiting for
administrative approval
from the Finance Depart-
ment and then the tender will
be floated".

The minister informed
that they will go for district-
wise allocation to ensure
that none of the districts
miss the scheme and said
that the villages/divisions
that are in dire need of wa-
ter connection will be iden-
tified by the department but
maintained that there will be
no favouritism.

He informed that last

State receives Rs 84 cr
under NABARD

ment and was executed by
AVENUES, a life-coaching
social enterprise.

The objective of the pro-
gramme was to improve em-
ployability for the youth
and empower them with em-
ployable soft skills, encour-
age talent identification and
aspiration recognition at an
early age.

Conrad said that Aspire
Meghalaya has set new
benchmark as far as empow-
ering the tribal youth of the
region.

He said that he will en-
gage with Ministry of Trib-
al Affairs, Government of
India, and would apprise
them that similar pro-
grammes should be held in
different tribal pockets of
the country.

"Tribal youth have no
access to opportunities and
facilities to improve their
confidence and talents. A
programme like Aspire
Meghalaya will give wings
to their ideas, thoughts and
vision and will allow them
to move forward in life," the

chief minister said.
He lauded the effort of

AVENUES and its founder
Mark Laitflang Stone for his
commitment and dedication
to work with the youth and
ensure that their talents and
skills are recognised and
given a platform to shine.

"I have been clear since
day 1 that our youth are very
talented, inspired and really
want to achieve varied feats,
but face hurdles and end up
feeling they cannot cross.
Aspire Meghalaya has be-
come the effort to help them
cross over barriers. Here, we
are looking at the individual
and delving into their mind-
set and ensuring that they
truly believe in themselves,"
Conrad exhorted.

Mark said, "The pro-
gramme builds upon the pil-
lars of mindsets, emotions,
communication, connection
and recognises talent and
aspirations".

Participants of Aspire
Meghalaya have shared
positive feedback on their
time with the programme.

year the department re-
ceived a sanction of Rs 80
crore for 2018-19 under
RIDF and the works are pro-
gressing.

Asked, he said that re-
port and proposals are be-
ing placed by the MLAs. He
said that depending on the
need around Rs 10 crore
went to some villages/divi-
sions in Garo Hills and Rs 8-
9 crore for Jaintia Hills and
informed that there are no
schemes that are below Rs
2-3 crore.

Jal Jeevan Mission
Moreover, the minister

said that the other scheme
is that of Jal Jeevan Mission,
which will supply tap water
to every household in India
with 2024 as the target date.

Malngniang said that the
state has received funds up
to the tune of Rs 71 crore
for 2019-20. He added that
the department will select a
few villages to ensure the
residents get house water
connection especially to ru-
ral areas.

Theimon Dkhar from Jain-
tia Eastern College, East
Jaintia Hills, said, "We have
been guided on how to

achieve our goals and how
to prepare ourselves in cer-
tain professional situations.
We have been taught about

values of trust, respect and
courage and we have been
supported to be brave and
to face our fears".

Chief Minister Conrad Sangma along with others during the launch of the
coffee-table book and documentary film on Aspire Meghalaya on Tuesday.

KSU to form
election panel

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The central
executive council (CEC) of
the Khasi Students’ Union
(KSU) on Monday has de-
cided to form an election
committee for the smooth
conduct of the 14th general
election of the union for the
tenure 2020-2023.

The CEC has selected
Danny Khyriem as the
chairman of the election
committee and Samuel B
Jyrwa as the secretary.

The election committee
will conduct the election of
the union on February 22.

UDP CEC meet
By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The central
executive committee (CEC)
meeting of the United Dem-
ocratic Party (UDP) will be
held on Thursday to dis-
cuss on the state and par-
ty’s issues. UDP leaders in-
cluding MLAs and MDCs,
presidents/secretaries of
districts and frontal wings
as well as 10 representatives
from each district will attend
the meeting.

In a press statement, the
UDP stated that the meet-
ing will deliberate on the
current political situation/
issues concerning the state,
district council affairs, coun-
cil by-election for Langrin
constituency and others.

NEW DELHI: Meghalaya,
the abode of clouds, will
showcase the double-deck-
er living root bridge, a
unique natural phenomenon
shaped by human ingenui-
ty, in its tableau for the Re-
public Day parade.

The Khasi and Jaintia
people of the state are
known for bridging the gaps
by using the secondary
roots of trees. Locally
known as "Jingkieng Di-
engjri", it literally means
rubber tree bridge.

Most of these bridges are
made by stretching roots of
a single tree, planted on one
side of a stream or river. It
takes about 30 years to
build such a bridge.

Some of these bridges are

R-Day parade to showcase living root bridge
claimed to be over 200 years
old, outliving the bridges
made through modern tech-
nology.

"The living root bridges
are known for their ability to
keep growing, bear and shed
leaves as the seasons come
and go," said a senior gov-
ernment official.

This two-tier living root
bridge, to be showcased on
the Rajpath, is also one such
bio-engineering wonder lo-
cated at Nongriat village,
southwest of Tyrna village,
in the East Khasi Hills dis-
trict.

It takes about two-and-
half-hour trek to the bridge
with steep descent of about
2,200 feet from the Tyrna vil-
lage.

"It presents a panorama
of lush, rolling hills, heath-
er-covered slopes, breath-
takingly beautiful cascades,
mountain springs moving

mists, silent lakes, and a
multitude of flora and fau-
na, including rare and
unique marvels, like the liv-
ing root bridge," said the

official.
Meghalaya is often lik-

ened to Scotland for its to-
pography, scenic beauty
and vegetation. (IANS)

sense of origin, tradition
and sense of belonging-
ness to their region.

Such a gesture towards
peace on the part of the NSS
volunteers from the region
was supported by the Tura
Police Force, who escorted
the rally all throughout.

Fr Bivan R Mukhim, Prin-
cipal, Don Bosco College,
Tura, stated that the chief
objective of the peace rally
was to integrate the varied
culture across North East
signalling peace.

By Our Reporter

SHILLONG: The Office of
the Maulakandi Power Sup-
ply Monitoring Committee,
along with consumers of
Moulakandi, Gandhimari
and Goladigli of Garo Hills,
which come under Phulbari
Sub-Division MePDCL
(FEDCO), has asked for ex-
emption from interest in the
electricity bills, which were
issued prior to FEDCO tak-
ing over the services of
MePDCL.

The committee, in a letter
to the Sub-Divisional Man-
ager, Phulbari MePDCL
(FEDCO), said that the
MePDCL (FEDCO) under
Phulbari Sub-Division has
completely shut down pow-
er supply in some villages
in plain areas due to previ-
ous outstanding. However,
the power supply was re-
stored after few days, it add-
ed.

The committee said that
in the billing receipt, the in-
terest is more than the regu-
lar bill. "The consumers are
ready to pay the dues, but it

People stand in queue to purchase the Meghalaya Calendar 2020 at the counter of
Directorate of Information and Public Relations, in the city on Wednesday.

Power consumers seek
interest exemption

has become difficult to pay
all the previous outstanding
at a time when there is in-
cessant increase of inter-
est," it said.

"We are all aware of the
fact that every year, at least
one month, there is com-
plete shutdown of power
supply due to floods. There-
fore, we suffer from poor or
irregular supply of power
because of which the con-
sumers did not pay the bills
regularly. But now, the pow-
er supply department is em-
phasising on collecting pre-
vious outstanding bills rath-
er than on regularly supply-
ing power," the letter said.

It is wanted that the way
the department forces the
consumers to pay on time
and with extra charges, in
the same way, they should
also supply the power, it
added.

The committee urged the
sub-divisional manager to
adopt all possible ways to
stop adding interest and
completely exempt the inter-
est in bills issued prior to
MEPDCL privatisation.


